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Again, "P.eal home-rule is possible only where passive resistance
fsatyagraha) is the guiding force of the people. Any other rule
is foreign rule."52

Like pluralists and anarchists, Gandhiji is against the
theory of absolute sovereignty of the State which lays upon the
individual the duty of absolute, unquestioning obedience to the
law of the State. He believes in the "Sovereignty of the people
based on pure moral authority5'.53 A man, according to him,
owes only a limited and relative loyalty to the State as to other
associations. This loyalty is conditional on the decision of the
State or any other association appealing to the individual's con-
science. This is no doubt a perpetual threat of anarchy. But this
is the only adequate safeguard against the abuse of political
power. Though Gandhiji makes the disobedience of laws, which,
offend the moral sense, a right as well as a duty of the citizen
and considers such disobedience the key to democracy,54 he
provides ample safeguard against anarchy by making this
disobedience civil and non-violent.

As regards the political constitution of the non-violent
State, it may be pointed out that from 1909 onwards Gandhiji
subjected the Parliamentary Government as prevailing in Eng-
land to severe criticism. In 1917 in his presidential address to
the first Gujarat Political Conference he demanded Parlia-
mentary Government. In 1920 he said, "My swaraj is the Parlia-
mentary Government of India in the modern sense of the term
for the time being. . . ,"55 In 1942 he told Louis Fischer that he
did not believe in the accepted Western form of democracy with
its universal voting for parliamentary representatives.56 This
seems to be confusing, but it should be borne in mind that he
attaches far more importance to the spirit behind a constitution
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